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LICENSING REGULATORY COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the proceedings at a meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Committee 
held in the District Council Chamber, South Lakeland House, Kendal, on 
Tuesday, 21 January 2014, at 2.00 pm. 
 

Present 
 

Councillors 
 

 Sheila Eccles (Chairman) 
Evelyn Westwood (Vice-Chairman) 

 
Rob Boden 

Brian Cooper 
Nick Cotton 
David Evans 

 

Clare Feeney-Johnson 
Gill Gardner 
Tom Harvey 
John Holmes 

 

Helen Irving 
Vivienne Rees 
Mark Wilson 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors James Airey and 
Jo Stephenson. 
 

Officers 
 

Hardeep Burnley Principal Food, Licensing and Safety Officer 

Nicola Hartley Solicitor 

Tony Houlihan Licensing and Enforcement Officer 

Martin Keyes Financial Services Officer 

Paul Rogers Assistant Democratic Services Officer 

Karen Partington Licensing Officer 

 
LR/9 CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENT  

 
The Chairman referred to recent articles in the local Press which contained 
quotes by some Councillors regarding hackney carriage and private hire 
matters. She asked Members to note that the comments made in the Press did 
not represent the views of the Committee. Also, that those Members had 
indicated to her that their comments had been misquoted by the Press. 
 

LR/10 MINUTES  
 
RESOLVED – That the Chairman be authorised to sign, as a correct record, the 
minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 10 September 2013. 
 

LR/11 MINUTES OF LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEES  
 
RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Sub-Committee 
held on 23 October 2013 be received and the Chairman of the Sub-Committee 
be authorised to sign, as a correct record. 
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LR/12 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that no declarations were made. 
 

LR/13 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - EXCLUDED ITEMS  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that there were no excluded items on the 
Agenda. 
 

LR/14 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
Councillor Andrew Gardiner addressed the Committee as Shadow Portfolio 
Holder for Town Centres and Small Business with regard to taxis. As well as 
referring to the investment made by taxi drivers and small businesses to the 
local economy, he emphasised that taxis support and provide a service to local 
people and the tourist trade. He was of the view that taxi drivers were treated as 
second class business people. He drew the Committee’s attention to the lack of 
taxi rank spaces in Kendal which resulted in many taxis having to leave the 
town until such time as they could find a space at a rank. As a consequence, 
those taxi drivers were losing trade. He stated that the feeder Rank outside the 
shop ‘Fat Face’ in Kendal had been withdrawn and was now available for 
disabled parking.  He suggested to Members that with the number of events 
held in the Town, there was a need for more reserved taxi ranks. He asked that 
in the near future, the Committee consider the problem of lack of taxi ranks in 
the Town.  
 
Councillor Gardiner also suggested that Members who had been misquoted in 
the local Press recently regarding taxi matters, should ensure that the Press 
reprint their quotations accurately. 
 

LR/15 REVIEW OF LICENSING FEES AND CHARGES 2014/15  
 
The Principal Food, Licensing and Safety Officer presented a report which 
proposed that there will be an increase in licensing fees during 2014/15 for 
hackney carriage and private hire licences and that the fees will be reviewed 
again for financial years 2015/16, to ensure the fees set meet the costs of 
operating the service. She informed Members that there had been a reduction 
in licences issued due to the economical downturn but that the economy was 
now picking up and, hopefully, the number of licenses issued would begin to 
rise which would subsequently, help the financial figures. 
 
RESOLVED - That  
 
(1) the report be noted; and 
 
(2) the recommended fees as set out in Appendices 1 and 2 to these 
minutes be adopted for the financial year 2014/15. 
 



7 
21.01.2014 Licensing Regulatory Committee 
 

 

LR/16 2014/15 BUDGET  
 
The Financial Services Officer presented a report which requested 
consideration of the latest draft budgets for the Licensing service for 2014/15. 
 
The latest draft Revenue Budgets for the Licensing and Licensing Regulatory 
Committees for 2014/15 would form part of the overall Revenue Budget 
proposal to be presented to Council for approval on 25 February 2014. 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be received and the latest draft estimates be 
noted. 
 

LR/17 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1976 
PROPOSED VARIATION OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE FARES  
 
The Licensing Officer presented a report which requested consideration of 
proposals to determine whether to vary the maximum fares that may be 
charged by hackney carriage proprietors during the period 2014 to 2015, 
following consultation and proposals from the hackney carriage trade. The 
Licensing Officer referred to the Proposals 2 and 3 in the report and 
emphasised that should either proposal be agreed by Committee, it was not a 
legal requirement for hackney carriage proprietors to increase their fares to the 
new maximum charges. 
 
RESOLVED – That the following be approved:- 
 
(1) the modification of the maximum fares that may be charged by hackney 
carriage proprietors detailed in the report as Proposal 2. 
 
(2) the amendment to the Tariffs regarding changes to the Bank Holiday 
Rate detailed in the report as Option A. 
 
(3) the introduction of fares for non-motorised hackney carriages detailed in 
the report as Option C. 
 
 
The meeting ended at 3.00 pm 


